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(a) An individual may obtain a high school diploma by examination as
provided in this section if the individual:

(1)  has not obtained a high school diploma;
(2)  resides in this State; and
(3) except as provided in subsection (b) of this section:

(1) 1s not subject to compulsory school attendance under § 7—
301 of the Education Article; and

(1)  has withdrawn from a regular full-time public or private
school program.

(b)  An individual is not subject to the requirements of subsection (a)(3) of
this section if the individual participates in a GED Option Program administered by
the State Department of Education that creates a pathway to a high school diploma
by examination for currently enrolled high school English language learner students
under the age of 21 years who have experienced interrupted education and have a
lower level of English proficiency than their peers.

(c) The Department shall offer examinations to individuals who are
pursuing a high school diploma under this subtitle at least twice each year at places
throughout the State that are reasonably convenient for the applicants.

(d) The examination shall:

(1)  be offered in appropriate high school subject areas; and

(2)  Dbe of a comprehensive nature as determined by the State Board
of Education.

(e) An individual who fails an examination may repeat taking the
examination.

® A current member of the armed forces is exempt from the residency
requirement in subsection (a)(2) of this section and may earn a Maryland high school
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diploma by achieving a passing score on the examination offered under subsection (c)
of this section.

(2) The diploma shall be awarded in accordance with the regulations
adopted by the Secretary and the State Board of Education.
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